THE MINISTRY AND UNREGISTERED DENTISTS.
At the annual meeting of the National.Dental Association^, recently held at the Connaught Rooms, London, the following protest to the Ministry of Health was unanimously adopted.:
" 3. The completion of an adequate system of school dental treatment, and the< establishment of a public dental service.
4.-The-provision, of full maintenance scholarships on a generous scale for dental mechanics and students-wishing to qualify as dentists.
The
Committee significantly remarked " Registered practitioners mainly attend to the dental needs of the upper and middle classes," and pointed out^that'. as the artisan and working classes received very little treatment from the registered dentist, the unregistered? man had supplied this necessary service.
At the present time there are 5,500; dental",practitioners on the Register, and about 15,000 unregistered'men, many of the latter being organised in one or two associations which have striven to maintain an ethical standard of practice.
It is neither fair to the public nor to these men who have served the workers that the present system should go on. There are grave evils attaching to the practice of dentistry by unqualified and uncontrolled persons, and widespread aggravation of sickness obtains by lack of attention .to, or unskilful treatment of, the teethi. Indeed, some of the largest approved societies administering the National Insurance Act stated in.evidence that':" neglect ot teeth trouble is the 'cause of quite half the. ill-health found amongst the industrial classes, and'of these a large majority of young women."
The extreme urgency of this matter, and the need for speedy legislation can best be stated in the words of the last paragraph of the Committee's report : The dental profession should be regarded asr one of' the outposts of preventive medicine, and as such encouraged and assisted by the State. ? Treatment should be rendered available for'all needing it, The present anomalous position in which an uneducated, untrained person can.practise as a dentist, performing surgical operations on the teeth and jaws, doing untold damage and-casting undeserved odium and dishonour on a scientific profession, is intolerable, and should be dealt with immediately.
